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NOTES AND NEWS 

A Work of Eeconstruction 

The Belgian Scholarship Committee was founded about a year ago in 
Washington by the well-known author, scientist, and traveller, Dr. Nevil 
Monroe Hopkins. At first it confined its activities to the District of Co- 
lumbia, and its aim was simply to collect money for destitute scholars, but 
its scope has become broader and broader. The committee now includes 
among its members the presidents or chancellors of the following univer- 
sities: Johns Hopkins, Princeton, Michigan, Missouri, Leland Stanford, 
Pennsylvania, George Washington, State of New York, Nebraska — and 
many other leading men of this country. The aims of the Belgian Schol- 
arship Committee are the following: 

1. To give to the Belgian scholars, writers, and artists a chance to re- 
sume their work of art or science. To accomplish this aim the Belgian 
Scholarship Committee acts as a clearing bureau between the American 
universities, and other educational institutions, and the Belgian victims 
of the war. 

2. To raise a fund for the reconstruction of a new and better Belgium, 
especially in the educational field. 

The first aim is only of a temporary nature; the second one becomes 
every day more important. Our ambition is to be ready, as soon as the 
war is over, to help in putting Belgium on her feet again for a new and 
greater career. We are appealing for books to the American libraries; we 
hope that they will be willing to give some of their duplicate copies and 
also that we shall receive free sets of their publications from the educa- 
tional institutions and learned societies. We can not afford to store and 
keep the books until the end of the war. Therefore, we do not ask for 
books, but rather for promises of books. We suggest that the whole busi- 
ness be managed in the following way: Each library would simply send 
us a list of the books that it is willing to give to Belgium. This list would 
contain all bibliographical information that is necessary to identify the 
books without mistake (author, title, number of volumes, date and place 
of publication, editor). We should acknowledge receipt of these lists, 
and enter them on a duplicate list on cards. After the war, as soon as 
circumstances permit, the Belgian Scholarship Committee would write a 
letter to all the libraries, recalling their promise, and asking them to send 
all the books to some central storehouse in New York City, from where 
they could easily be shipped to Belgium. We shall concentrate our efforts 
upon the making up of a collection of American books — books published 
in America, or relating to American affairs. We should thus be able to 
offer to Belgium, soon after the war, an American library. No gift would 
be more appreciated and would do more to bring about a better under- 
standing of American conditions and ideals, and greater international 
friendship. Of course books given by publishers and authors will also be 
welcome. We would suggest leaving in each book its former ex libris, a 
short note being added to show how and when the transfer to Belgium was 
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made. Dedications by the authors would be also much appreciated. The 
value of the collection would be in this way considerably increased. It 
would really constitute a lasting souvenir of America's generosity and 
sympathy. 

We are also appealing for money. Money is needed to help Belgian 
scholars and artists; money is needed to carry on our activities; lastly, we 
must be able to remit a huge reconstruction fund (to be used for educa- 
tional purposes only) to the Belgian people when the war is over. We can 
not expect to be helped by the general public, as is the case with the gen- 
eral relief fund, but we earnestly appeal to the elite of the American 
people — to those who are especially interested in the development and 
diffusion of knowledge and art. The best way to show one's sympathy is 
to become a Fellow or Member of the Belgian Scholarship Fund for the 
duration of the war and two years thereafter. The Associate members 
agree to subscribe at least Ten Dollars a year ; the Sustaining members at 
least One Hundred, and the Fellows One Thousand. Please draw checks 
to the order of John Joy Edson, Treasurer, and send them to the Belgian 
Scholarship Committee, 309 Wilkins Building, Washington, D. C. When 
the war is over the Belgian Scholarship Committee will publish a book 
containing a complete record of its activities and a list of the Fellows and 
Members whose devotion made it possible. 

We wish to lay stress upon the fact that ours is not simply a relief 
work ; it is essentially a work of reconstruction, making for international 
friendship and peace. 

George Sarton, D.Sc, 
Secretary of the Committee. 

University op Ghent, Belgium. 

The Section of Anthropology and Psychology of the New York Acad- 
emy of Sciences met in conjunction with the New York Branch of the 
American Psychological Association, at Columbia University, on February 
28. The following papers were read : " Tests of Manual Accuracy in Pre- 
Vocational School Boys," Mr. R. L. Gould ; " Association and Classifica- 
tion," Dr. G. C. Myers; " Tests of the Memory of School Children," Miss 
E. F. Mulhall; "An Experiment in the Learning Process," Dr. C. L. 
Bobbins; "Tests of Mechanical Ability," Mr. J. L. Stenquist. 

Professor William Stern, of Breslau, has received a call from Ham- 
burg to fill the chair of philosophy and psychology vacant by the death of 
Professor Ernst Meumann. 

Professor Lawrence J. Henderson has been giving a course of five 
public lectures, at Harvard University, on " Teleology and Natural 
Science." 



